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Aunique alternative
to the shed coulld start
popping up in gardens
across the country,
says Caroline McGhie

ud hut? Deserted Hobbit
domain? Or somewhere. (o
have parties? It may look
as if the Dome Home has
escaped from the set of
Lond of the Rings, but it may so0n be.
appearing in gardens all over the
country as the new alternative 1o the
garden shed. “I understand how
important it s 1o be able o got away
from the house:to a garden office, &ym,
orstudio,” says Jay Emery, who has
developed it.

Itisn'tso much a potting and
pottering thing with him. More
maintaining his inner wild man, *1
grew up in South Africa and spent
& year knocking around in Kruger

ional Park, then came (o England
and lived in a caravan in the Wyre:
Forest with my wife for three yéars,” he.
says. “We now live in a normal house in
Kidderminster, but sl go back to the
caravan when 1 want time alone and
need to be creative,

He emerged from the forestto make
Bushman Burner Chimincas, which his

s quickly strted buyng, Next
came African Pot Houses, ke giant pots
that work like gazebos, with heated walls
and enough room for 4 dinner pnnx'

He discovered the beauty of gla
reinforced concrete, which is i
e

80 per cent less concrete than most
structy Aftican Pot House has an

quality, “Its 50 warm you can eat in it
on Chiristmas Day.” Jay says. “And the.
logical progression
Itis much bigger
and has good insulation, so it can be
used all year. The rou
e sirength and it looks orgnic

came from Jay's
i childhood, but the versalilty of
the design hit him while he was on
trp lo Thailand. “I was staying in a hotel
there and saw that the adobe Fuls were
not standing up 10 the tropical climate.
and T knew that my glass-reinforced
conercte would.” He has a long-term
plan {0 develop the Domes so they can
d to help solve housing problems.
[ World counties and provide:
aickly in disaster areas,
Meanwhile, he is developing a dinky
version, big enough fora bedraom,

Ikitchen and bathroom, which could
worlk as an ¢co-friendly caravan
substitute

“The first Dome Home has been built

at the Bishops Wood environmertal
cenire near Stourport-on-Severn with
ithe help of a Proof of Concept geant
firom the regional development agency
Advantage West Midlands. The contre

is dedicaied 1o teaching children cco-
awareness and Jay has given it the home
in retum for being able o show it off a5
2 protolype.

Going to ground:
clockwise frommain
picture, theinterior of

DomeHome

OTHER CHIC ‘'SHEDS'

©Arctic Catins (www,
arcticcabins couk, 0115972
7789)Offers everything rom
gardenoffices and BEQPuts to
| open-sidedthatched gazebos.
§ @EcaHab (www.ecohab couk,
0161 8488770).Prices start
rom £9,600 or asingle-storey.

“eco podwith woodk-burning
stoves and under-fioor heating
©AfiicanThatch Company
(wwwaicanthatchcompany.
couk, 0845370 0445) sels
Icurious bespoke gazebos,
which it 4-10 people, from

Sheds have progressed fom bein
grubby garden hufs 0 providers of
indoorspace away rom he house
where all kinds of things can happen.
Books have heen written about their
importance. In Mer: and ST

Gordon Thorburn, we ledred that 1

shed is o 0 man shat o handbag i toa

woma hed Men by Gareth
Tonea otk pabtaned oy New Rl
a £6.99) we were reminded how much
we desire sometimes 10 escapo the:
constraints of the house. We all need
somewhere (o dream, to put up the
‘model railway o play loud rack music.
“The shed these days can stll be s
simple as the poting shed, but t can
also be a slick 21st-century studio,
dining room or sauna.

“The Dome Home is generous in
size, providing about 28sq m of space.
It measures 6m across, 3.5m high.
Within the constraints of permitied
development law (it must be two
metres from the boundary and cannot
£0up in a conservation arca),
putup without planning permission
and takes abouta day 16 build. With no.

coulls s a emporary
catricity and plumbing
can be put in easily. It costs £18,000
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