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NEW STAF-F MEMBERS

We welcome Jon Hutchison as our new Director of
Youth and Young Adult Ministries. Jon has degrees

from Bluffton University and Indiana Wesleyan
University. Since 2004 he has served as Pastor of
Children, Youth and Youth Adults at Huntertown
UMC in Huntertown, Indiana (Fort Wayne). We

look forward to the enthusiasm and experience Jon
brings to our ministries to youth and young adults in

our congregation and our community.

Jon and his wife Heather have four children—Isaiah

(13), Naomi (11), Levi (6) and Micah (5). They are
living in the parsonage on College Ave. We welcome the Hutchisons to

our church family!

We are pleased to announce that Suzanne Souers

is our new Director of Children and Family Ministries.
Suzanne and her husband Jeff have been members
of Wooster United Methodist since 1999. Their
daughter Gretchen is also a member at Wooster
UMC. She is a member of our bell choir, ushers, and
has served on our Altar and Arts and Staff Parish

Committees.

Suzanne has over 30 years of experience as a public
school teacher in Wooster City, Maple Hts. City,

Dover City and Triway districts.

We look forward to Suzanne’s enthusiastic leadership of our ministry to the

children of the congregation and community.
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Volume 10, Issue 1

As | write this in mid-January, we're

into a time when we know it is

winter in Ohio. On January 10" we

sang our winter hymn “All Beautiful

the March of Days”, which

celebrates God’s creative hand,
even in the winter. If you like winter, remember
that the depth of winter really comes in early
February. There’s a lot more to come!

There’s a curious irony in all this, however. Have
you noticed that the daylight is already beginning
to return? We haven’t even gotten over the
“hump” of winter, and already the lengthening
daylight hours are a harbinger that spring and
warmer weather are, in fact, on their way.

So it is with many of our “spiritual winters”, those
difficult moments in life when there seems to be

no spring in sight. The seeds of possible growth
and recovery are present even when moments of
difficulty most overshadow our lives.

Many a time someone has said to me, “That was
a very difficult time, but I'm a better person for it.”
When next you feel a “spiritual winter” chilling
your soul, remember that the promise of
springtime is evident in the lengthening days,
even as we approach the dead of winter.

Qe

David Wilcox
Senior Pastor

Rev. Wilcox and Rev. Black will
be preaching a series of
sermons on “The Works of the
Flesh; The Fruit of the

Spirit” (see Galatians 5: 16-26)
during Lent this year. The
series begins on February 21.
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Rev. Larry Black will be
leading a Sunday morning
Lenten study in the Trall
Seekers class for lent
entitled, “Living Faithfully,
Dying Well”. The class
meets in Room A, on the
lower level of the Education Wing. The first
session is February 21.

LENTEN
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2010 CHOCOLATE BOWL...
a night out for women! Bring friends, make new
friends!

T This year's theme " Life is Like a Box
\ of Chocolates" ~ "social time" from 6-
Y \ 6:30 on Wednesday evening, February
@ 10. Meal starts at 6:30 with
¥ homemade soup, salad, bread, and of
course, plenty of chocolate desserts!

Admission: food donation to People-to-People.
(preferably chocolate-related)

Trish Berg has written 3 books, including her
latest release, A Scrapbook of Christmas Firsts.
As a national speaker and author, she has been
featured on ABC World News Tonight, Focus on
the Family and Midday Connection.

Trish is a newspaper columnist for The Bargain
Hunter and Wooster Weekly News, and has

written for Today’s Christian Woman, Focus on
the Family, P31 WOMAN, and Hearts at Home.

Trish has been married to her college
sweetheart, Mike, for 17 years, and together they
keep busy with sports and family activities on
their cattle farm where they are raising their four
children and lots of cows.

Learn more about Trish at www.TrishBerg.com.




If your New Year's
resolution  was
about joining a
small group,
reading good
books, working on
a service project, or
learning more about the people that share our
planet, | highly recommed that you give the
United Methodist Women a try. For 140 years
the women of the United Methodist Church have
been meeting in small groups to learn about the
plight of women, children and youth throughout
the world, and responding to needs in astounding
ways. With Christian mission as our focus we
grow together through fellowship, study, and
worship, as well as working together on special
fund raising projects. Chances are you have
already helped us meet our Mission Giving goals
in the past by baking or buying cookies, or
contributing to the rummage sale. Why not come
and learn what other opportunities are awaiting
you in 2010. Call me at 330-262-8035 for more
information, or better still, join us for our next
UMW dinner on Wednesday, February 3, at 6
p.m. as we embark on our 141st year of Christian
service. Dinner tickets and/or reservations can
be obtained through the church office. Linda
Smith, president

Got Pie?
VBS would love your aluminum pie plates after
you are done with them! Please put donations in
the marked box in the office hallway. Thanks!
The Galactic Blast VBS Coordinators

Century+ Lived!
« Elsie Hite will be 101 years old on @ N
« February 1. She would enjoy getting N

« birthday cards from her church family

« and friends. Her address is: West View

E Manor, Room 32, 1715 Mechanicsburg é
: Road, Wooster, Ohio, 44691.

Relay for Life is hosting a
pancake breakfast on February 21,
> beginning at 9:30 a.m.

Donations are $5 per

person and $15 per

family. All moniesgoto 3

the American Cancer Society.
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UMW Dinner Meeting
Wednesday, February 3, at 6 p.m.
Installation of Officers
New member recognition
Special mission recognition
Memorial service
Communion

UMW Circles

Mary Martha February 24 7:00 p.m.

Deborah Dorcas  No Meeting 10:00 a.m.
Wesley Hall
Esther February 25 9:30 a.m.

Sarah Rebekah February 25 1:30 p.m.

Turney Lounge

Executive Board  February 18 10:00 a.m.
Room A

mone"4#g
%

Meet and Eat
T.J.’s Restaurant
Friday, February 5 ~ 11:30 a.m.

This Meet and Eat luncheon group was originated
by Rachel Taylor several years ago. It is to
provide an opportunity for our church members 65
years of age and older a chance to socialize and
get to know each other better. The organization is
alive and well. Anyone in this age bracket is
heartily invited to come. Meeting time is always
the first Friday of the month—there is no program
or officer responsibilities.

Come! Join this friendship / fellowship group!
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Please Save
Stamps —commemorative stamps, no Christmas
stamps; stamps above 44¢ denomination and
stamps 20¢ and under; any foreign stamps.
Empty Inkjet Printer Cartridges —please wrap
and seal before bringing to church.
Our Family brand UPC labels for Every Woman'’s

House.
Campbell's soup label —This is the
part that we need you to save.

Recycling — GO GREEN!
In case you haven't noticed, Wooster
q

UMC is going green! Recycling
baskets and containers are placed in @
various areas of the church. Articles

that should be recycled are: junk mail,
newspapers, magazines, office paper,

chip board, cardboard, all plastics 1-7, aluminum,
and metal cans. Please DO NOT recycle: phone
books, pizza boxes, wax coated boxes, plastic
toys, or Styrofoam.

Would you find it helpful
to have your offerings
debited directly from
your bank account as
you do other monthly
drafts? Wooster UMC
now offers Electronic
Giving for those of you
who wish to have your contributions transferred
electronically to the church’s account. If you travel,
this is particularly helpful in keeping up with your
intended offerings. It allows you to avoid having to
make up the difference later. Contact the church
office for more details.

Would you like to receive
envelopes? Are you interested in
electronic giving? Are your gifts
already sent electronically but you
need to update the amount? Do
you just have questions?

Please call Kathy Miller at 330-262-5641 for
answers and help.

Thanks to everyone that brought a

jar of peanut butter to church with

them in January. For February, we

will again be collecting inexpensive

flashlights for People to People

Ministries . If you would like to

help, please purchase a flashlight on your next trip
to the store and bring it with you to church on
Sunday, February 7.

Thank you for the wonderful
poinsettia | received as person
of the week. And thanks to so
many for cards and Vvisits,
especially Rev. Larry Black.
Ida Woodward

Many thanks for the lovely

potted flowers. They graced our Thanksgiving
table beautifully. | truly appreciated all your kind
thoughts and prayers while being person of the
week. Sincerely, Janice Corfman

A big THANK YOU to all the women who have
answered the requests for food for the many
funeral meals the church women have served this
year. Your cooperation and generosity have been
greatly appreciated. Freddy Shearer

Dear Wooster UMC—Thank you for your
support of Marion Strater. In her last two months
of life, she was astounded by the out-pouring of
love she left from this church. Thank you to all
who sent cards, visited and prayed for her. Thank
you to the pastoral staff, Rev. David, Rev. Larry,
Rev. Diane and Rev. Dwight, for your visits and
support. It was good to have her funeral at the
church and hear her beloved Bell Choir play,
accompanied by Ferne. Thank you to the circle
women who fed family and friends afterward. In
Christian love, Karen, Michael & Maggie Reitz

Thank you so much for the food and fellowship
you provided for Jessie’s funeral meal. Ed Bohl
and family.

Thank you so much for your generosity. The
children and staff enjoyed our time at your church.
The Counseling Center of Wayne & Holmes Co.
The Kids’ Unit

Dear Members of Wooster UMC — | have many
things to thank you for during Pete’s operation, the
complications after, your prayers for his recovery
and your sympathy to me and our daughters,
Betsy and Judy, at his passing. Dr. Wilcox and
Rev. Black were our strong arms all the way. |
thank God that that kind, patient and loving man
was my husband for 56 years. Your “Honored
Member of the Week” will try to live up to the title
and also take care of the beautiful cyclamen plant
you sent. With Christ’s love, Shirley Clogg
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Advent Men's Choir
Front- L to R: Jim Kapp, Don Hershberger, Bob Metze, Terry Ewing, Ed Yuhas, Dave Braddock, Joe McCullough,
John Raber, Don Maibach

Back - L to R: Dick Barrett, Kevin Breeden, Frank Sattler, Harry Weckesser, Ed Scott, Tim Franck, Bob Reynolds, Rev.
David Wilcox Absent: David Kail

The theme for the third Sunday of Advent was Joseph. This offered another opportunity for The WUMC
Men's Choir to sing two pieces. “Away in a Manger” was accompanied, in part, by Marlea Crum on the Folk
Harp.

Center for Worship Resourcing
The General Board of Discipleship

New Hymn or Song Search

Entry Deadline: April 30, 2010
The Hymn Society

As part of The Hymn Society's ongoing commitment to the enrichment of congregational song and in
anticipation of the 2010 conference on "Sing of Justice, Sing of Peace," The Hymn Society announces a
search for a theologically rich hymn or song dealing with some of the many aspects of justice and
peacemaking that confront us in today's world. Although the conference will be held in Birmingham,
Alabama, a city historically connected with the struggle for racial equality, many other kinds of injustice
deserve attention: issues related to economic status, gender, sexuality, age, and access (to natural
resources, to education, to technoligy, to public venues -- including churches.) In addition to calling attention
to various forms of injustice, an effective entry will also suggest how people of faith can work to eradicate
them, thereby fostering a spirit of peace in both the public sphere and in individual lives.

This is primarily a search for new texts exploring these themes in accessible poetic language. Entries
consisting of both words and music will also be considered, whether in a traditional hymnic or a
contemporary musical idiom. All texts must be singable, either to existing tunes or to new music provided
with the submission.

Further details may be found with the entry forms on the Hymn Society website at www.thehymnsociety.org
or may be requested in a printed version by contacting the Hymn Society, Baptist Theological Seminary at
Richmond, 3400 Brook Road, Richmond VA 23227-4536; telephone 800-843-4966; e-mail:
office@thehymnsociety.org.
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Endowment Opportunity

While our annual pledges to the operating budget of our Church are the heart and soul of the Church’s
annual operating budget, gifts made at the time of a person’s death are becoming increasingly important to
our Church. Because of this increasing importance, our Church leadership has made it easier for donors to
make effective gifts to our Church at the time of their deaths either through their wills or other estate planning
documents.

Five funds have been created to recognize different general areas of need which are
as follows:

The Perpetual Giving Fund;

The Facilities Fund;

The Memorial Fund,;

The Mission and Outreach Fund

The Scholarship Fund

The Facilities Fund, the Missions and Outreach Fund and the Scholarship Fund are
fairly self-descriptive.

The Perpetual Pledge Fund was created as a means of allowing Church members to continue to underwrite
the annual operating expenses of our Church long after the time of their passing. Amounts in the Perpetual
Pledge Fund may be used for any use or purpose as determined by the board of trustees of the Church. As
such, gifts to the Perpetual Pledge Fund are among the most valuable that can be made because of the
flexibility that the trustees have to employ gifts from this fund to the highest and best use.

As illustrated below, gifts to each of the five designated funds may be made in either of two ways: 1)
allowing the principal amount of the donor’s gift to be expended in whole or in part at any time; or 2) gifts
where the principal must be held in tact and only the net income expended for the purposes of the fund. This
latter type of fund is known as an “endowment fund” since the principal is intended to be preserved in
perpetuity.

AVAILABLE CHOICES

o Endowment—
Principle Can Be Expended o
(Principle Preserved)
1. The Perpetual Giving Fund X X
2. The Facilities Fund X X
3. The Memorial Fund X
4. The Mission and Outreach Fund X X
5. The Scholarship Fund X X

One of the driving forces behind the creation of these five distinct and different funds was avoiding the
problem of gifts made with too narrow a purpose to be used. Unfortunately, that has happened from time to
time in the past.

By allowing a donor to simply reference one of these five general funds in her or his gift, those types of
problems can be avoided, thus maximizing the utility of each donor’s gift.

If you have questions about making gifts to any of these funds, feel free to get in touch with a member of our
Church’s endowment committee. For 2010 the members of the Church’s endowment committee are: Jerry
Packard, chair; J. D. Milliken; Don Prince; Scott Allen; Joan Firmin; Bob Reynolds; Libby Smailes; and Charlie
Brain.
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Persons of the Week

FEBRUARY 7 FEBRUARY 14
Elsie Hite Ralph Gresser
West View Manor 2457 Barrington Way
Room 32 Unit 319
1715 Mechanicsburg Rd Wooster
Wooster 330-262-0477

330-264-8640

FEBRUARY 21 FEBRUARY 28
Liz Maynard Loy Clark
341 N Grant St Wayne Manor #116
Wooster 4138 Swanson Blivd

330-262-9864 Wooster

330-264-6253

Greeters Needed

We need YOU for our 8:45 and 11
a.m. worship services!
Requirements include: 1) your
name tag; 2) a friendly smile; 3)
arriving 15 minutes prior to the
service. We want to make our
church welcoming. Contact Jack
Sleek at 330-264-4255 or sign up
across from the office.

Recent Deaths
Milton Switzer, Karen Canankamp, Charles
Loveland, Jessie Bohl, Pete Clogg, Aileen
Anderson, Reuben Butler, Margene House

Chuck McClintock, Miriam Stokes,

Ralph Gresser

Please help keep the church informed

of illness and/or hospitalizations of

any person who may need a caring
visit or phone call. Unless specifically requested
by the patient, hospitals are no longer able to call
the church, or give us information when we call.

Church Drivers Ministry  is willing
to pick up and return people to their
residences so they may attend 11
a.m. worship. Please call the church
office if you would like a ride.

Circuit Rider Deadline for the
March issue is February 10 .
Email is very helpful ~
Ischantz@woosterumc.org

You've Got Mail!
If we have your current email address,
that is. We are now sending The Circuit
Rider electronically to you, if you desire,
to help defray the cost of mailing. We
also have a weekly update named
appropriately The Short Circuit that goes out
every Friday.

Please contact the office if you want to N}Z’ZV
be included in this new technology.

Stephen Ministry is one way our |
congregation shows Jesus’ love to .
people who have deep needs for =

care. Contact Sylvia Hurst or Rev.

Black for more information.

Communion in Your Home
Communion can be brought to
you at home or in the hospital
when you have been unable to

Y \ 00
é‘. 000® receive the sacrament at the
)

o
oe%e church. Please call Pastor Larry

Black or email him to arrange for communion.




Page 9

|9

Sprouts, a youth group for kids

i

I
I\

x;“ Q"\r W grades1 - 6 meets Sunday Taber_nacle Time is a worship
== : .= evenings from 6-8 p.m. We experience for children ages 3
‘E’é’ play awesome games in the to about 6 that takes place
e gym, make great food in the during the 11 a.m. worship
=N church kitchen, and learn what service. We need more
it means to be a young disciple of Jesus Christ. volunteers to lead, so if your
We have FUN!!! Bring a friend. child enjoys this time, we need _
your leadership on an occasional basis. Please
Parents of Sprouts - Do you have a hobby or call the church office, 330-262-5641, and
interest you would like to teach/share with this age schedule your time in the Tabernacle.

group? Please call Suzanne at the church, 330-
262-5641. Volunteers welcome!

The Church Life Committee is
looking for people to sponsor or
make a contribution to events that
are held throughout the year. The
following is a list of events in need

Church Life is hosting a - of sponsors or donations:

Pizza and Game Night on _L/,":.. March ~ Bowling Party at Scot Lanes

Sunday evening, February 28. (;:\-7,(\\1_% July ~ Post Vacation Bible School Picnic

Bring your favorite pizza September ~ Fall Celebration Sunday/Ice Cream

-
=

(home-made or take out) to share and a favorite Social
game and come to church at 5:30. We will feast October ~ Fall Church Picnic
on pizza followed by some fabulous fellowship. November ~ Feast of Thanks

December ~ Jingle Bell Workshop
Please contact Pam Corbett at 330-201-2597 or
pcorbett@woosteroh.com for more information.

: “The Green Thing”
. Is it crazy to chuck broken ceramics? Eccentric as it may seem, those broken pots are totally
- useful. You can't recycle 'em in most areas, but try donating, fixing, or creating functional

: goods out of chipped and shattered earthenware . The possibilities are insane. It means

: getting a little inventive, but by reusing pottery instead of tossing it, you'll help avert waste and
: might end up with something pretty in the end.

Less landfill - consider all the ceramic stuff in a typical house:
plates, dishes, statues, vases, cookie jars...those items add up
when you toss them.

Make something useful - that cracked plate can frame your favorite photo; you can help out an arts
organization by donating it for reuse; and your plants will love you for repurposing it as pot drainage.

Send old pieces to an artist who can give them a new life. The Broken Plate Pendant Company turns
smashed china plates and vases into keepsake jewelry and cuff links ($40 and up). Enter the code
IdealBride in the Note to Seller box to get 15% off (it'll send you an adjusted invoice).

Fix minor fractures with Amazing EcoGlue, a water-based, low-toxic adhesive sold in recycled packaging
($5/2.25 ounces).

Transform a picture frame, flowerpot, tabletop, or mirror into art with colorful chips, and a little glue or grout.
Or, loop silk or hemp string around a smooth-edged piece for a one-of-a-kind necklace.

Check in with local arts organizations or elementar  y schools to see if they need ceramic pieces for art
projects. Nonprofit builders like Habitat for Humanity sometimes accept gently used ceramic tiles. :

Layer ceramic chunks at the bottom of pots before topping with soil - it enhances drainage for your plants. :

Native American Proverb

Just so you know:

In July, archaeologists found what they believe to be Africa's oldest ceramic fragment, dated around 9,400
BC.
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Elsie Hite 2/1

Don Maibach 2/1
Aaron Schenk 2/1
Lisa Browning 2/2
Stuart Courson 2/2
Ariana Fiorita 2/2
Steve Grenert 2/2
Tony McNeil 2/2
Katie Reynolds 2/2
Gretchen Tefs 2/2
LaVerne Van Bergen 2/2
Brianna Dalton 2/3
Ed Garvin 2/3
Kathy Long 2/3
Karen Arbogast 2/4
Ali Franck 2/4
Eileen Snow 2/4
Jack Crafton 2/5
Brian Gardener 2/5
Steve Klise 2/5

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Dear UMC Friends,

It's December 5 as | write these holiday greetings to

all of you.

Brought to you by the Membership/Evangelism Commission to honor and care for
members of Wooster UMC. The list below shows members who have a birthday in
the month of February . This list is taken from our membership database. If there is
an omission or correction, please call the office and we will update our information.
Each member on the list will receive a birthday card and then a phone call to extend
birthday blessings—sometime during the month of their birth.

Liz Maynard 2/6
Jan Braund 2/7
Shoshana Curren 2/7
Ryan Jackwood 2/7
Carolyn Rohr 2/7
Hannah Rohr 2/7
Corey Beckett 2/8
Travis Kirk 2/8
Nancy Maiwurm 2/8
Maggie Reitz 2/8
Sally Shadel 2/9
Sean Ries 2/10
Becky Franck 2/11
Flo Gault 2/11

Pete Risser 2/11
David Haight 2/12
Donna Millsaps 2/12
Jack Ries 2/12
John Geary 2/13
Debbie Knapp 2/13

Margaret Moodispaw 2/13
Laura Myatt 2/13
Pauline Myers 2/14
Mary Stutz 2/14
Michelle Rose 2/16
Joe McNeil 2/17
Jocelyn Peck 2/17
David Hackel 2/19
Rob Hamilton 2/19
Brooke Houmard 2/19
Geneva Johnston 2/19
Nancy Lu 2/19

Linda McNeil 2/19
Will Moore 2/19

Ethel Parker 2/19

Jim Smith 2/19

Arlene Milliken 2/20
Mark Sheppard 2/20
Ann Bogner 2/21
Roberta Kinder 2/21

Roger Bucher 2/22
Eylie Buehler 2/22
Jordan Ebert 2/22
Fred Holmes 2/23
Gina Holmes 2/24
Greg McMillan 2/24
Dick Redett 2/24
Joseph Monastra 2/25
Scott Myers 2/25
Bethany Packard 2/25
Deb Watkins 2/26
Chad Bower 2/27
Amber Ison 2/27
James Oxenrider 2/27
Thomas Zook 2/27
Char Woodward 2/28
Nicole Sleek 2/29

many retired faculty members from the Davidson

College.

Several have spoken warmly about Wooster

| enjoy reading the weekly bulletin, the Circuit Rider
and hearing the telephone tree. | read The Daily
Record in addition to a phone call to or from
someone from time to time.

Our daughter, Marnie, sings in a Methodist choir
and the order of worship is familiar and beautiful for
me.

This new venture has been most kind to me. My
living arrangements at The Pines at Davidson,
North Carolina, are very comfortable; activities of
every kind are available daily. This is a melting pot
of new friends from all over our country as well as

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

College. One resident lives close to Dr. Henry and
Mrs,. Copeland, and knows them well. Another had :
a son who spent two years at the college; one of the :
staff members was a student also. :

I cherish so many good memories of our church and
the membership. Most especially the out-pouring of :
your love by helping and attending the memorial
service for Ted.

May the abiding love of Christ fill you with peace
and joy at this holy season and all through 2010.

Marge Evans

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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connect, grow, respond!

weelld evest/

! ’"#$ #()

%$ ! !
% | &'




